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The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also 
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or 
associate,  with  a $5 discount  for  members 
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter 
electronically. 
For more about how the club operates, see 
the last two pages. 

News
Welcome New Members: We welcome five new members to the club this month, Mani 
Singh, Charlotte Breen, Carol Exton, Limo Song and Andy Morris. Please accept the club's 
warm welcome to you all. May we also apologise for not including our warm welcome to 
the March New Members due an I.T. problem. These were Julian Kronert, Mike Freeman, 
Helene Bois and Mohini Sukhapure a belated warm welcome to you all.
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Slovens Stream and the Midland Rail Line 
from Torlesse Traverse trip
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Aunty Ice Axe interviews
Environmentalists of the Month: The National Party

Give us a short summary about yourselves and your 
connections with the environment.  
Well, we think that we can claim that National has done more 
than any other political party to raise awareness of 
environmental issues in New Zealand.  The world-famous Save 
Manapouri campaign was initiated entirely due to our activities 
and in 2010 our innovative ideas prompted an unprecedented 
number of people to express their views on mining in the public 
conservation estate.  

It is well known that  our ministers have long lunches with many of those with the highest stakes in the future 
of New Zealand's environment.  We demonstrated the close interest that we take in the   Canterbury 
environment back in 2010 when we replaced the elected ECan Councillors with government-appointed 
Commissioners.  We reaffirmed our continuing concern to ensure the appropriate administration of 
environmental policy in the region last year when we were able to persuade the Commissioners to stay on 
to 2016 despite their many business commitments.  The Environment Minister Amy Adams is herself a 
Canterbury farmer with a strong personal interest in local environmental issues, especially the important 
task of developing an effective way of distributing Canterbury's fresh water to those who want it most.  To 
avoid any suggestion of a conflict of interest Amy has even selflessly given up some of her Ministerial 
responsibilities to Gerry Brownlee (well-known for his robust environmental stance) so that she can continue 
to keep her roots in the lovely wet Canterbury soil and commune with nature alongside her dairy cows.  
Who or what has had most influence on your environmental policy?  Margaret Thatcher was the original free 
market environmentalist but we have also learned much from Macchiaveli's The Prince.  Machiavelli and a 
sliver of wooden horse were the joint inspiration for the Crown Minerals Bill, which we hope will do more 
than anything else we have achieved so far to further our environmental aims.  We also owe a huge debt to 
whoever drafted the rules under which legislation can be passed under urgency; despite recent attempts by 
the Law Society to hamper this most expeditious blunt instrument, it has continued to be tremendously 
effective for us. 
What is your favourite hut?  This is a difficult choice because unfortunately huts were not included in the 
survey carried out for our proposal to liberate sections of public conservation lands from the narrow-minded 
statutory restriction to horizontal rather than vertical exploitation exploration.
and your favourite tracks?  Again there are so many minerals whoops, another slip of the tongue, 
considerations to take into account...  Silver Peaks routes or the Aorere Goldfields Track in Golden Bay 
sound very attractive, but for overall marketing pizazz the Croesus Track must take top place.  
What do you think are the main challenges facing New Zealand with respect to the environment?   The main 
problem seems to be that people interpret things so literally (or is that figuratively?  Must check the OED). 
We had a tremendously hard time ensuring that the work of the new Environmental Protection Authority was 
not limited in scope by an actual objective related to environmental protection, and now of course we are 
now having to make many changes to free the Resources Management Act of misguided attempts control 
the way that resources are managed...  It's particularly difficult in the case of the Department of 
Conservation, which not only the public but even some DOC employees still insist on seeing as somehow 
concerned with maintaining some sort of 'conservation' effort.  However, as the previous Minister for the 
Environment, our in-house fracking expert Nick Smith, noted in a paper on the resource management 
reforms, “people respond best to change when engaged and given incentives”.  The incentives part has 
worked very well for us but in the case of DOC staff we found that just disengaging them was by far the 
most effective approach.  It's just unfortunate that we can't do that with the general public really... 
What future environmental plans do you have?  We can therefore state categorically that we will continue 
hear the strong views expressed by New Zealanders regarding the protection of the conservation estate, 
and we are committed to the restoration of democratically-elected regional council in Canterbury as soon as 
the water issue is resolved to our satisfaction.  LoL ;) 
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Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening 
or Saturday morning. 
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or 
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about 
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the 
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the 
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the 
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This 
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police 
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact 
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people 
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip 
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the 
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement with  your 
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A 
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits 
served.  If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Silvia Horniakova 
021-264-8430 or email  silwika@yahoo.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm 
sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.

Wednesday 26 March Club Night

Newsletter folding night: After folding the newsletters we can have some social time.

Saturday 29 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Pigeon  Bay  Walkway:  This  walkway  starts  on  the  shore  at 
Pigeon Bay Domain and then climbs up to a 4WD track which 
takes you out to Wakaroa Point (7-8 km one way). From here, you 
can see the full sweep of headlands around from Christchurch to 
the Kaikouras. Return the same way, making 15-16 km in total. 
Pigeon Bay was settled before Christchurch was founded, by the 
Sinclair  and Hay families.  The Sinclairs  gave their  name to  Mt 
Sinclair  and,  driving  down  Pigeon  Bay  Rd,  you  pass  the  Hay 
Scenic  Reserve;  small  but  notable  for  having  one  of  the  last 
stands of lowland podocarp forest left on the Peninsula.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 27 Mar
Map: BX25 
Approx: $20
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Weekend 29-30 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Anna Herlender 
annaher@poczta.fm

Anna's farewell tramping: Our lovely Polish club member Anna 
Is headed home soon :-( What better way to say farewell than with 
a weekend away in the hills somewhere... The destination is yet to 
be confirmed (subject to weather etc) but options are Elcho unit 
(Hopkins  valley),  Caving  Hut  (Charleston)  or  club  hut  (Arthur's 
Pass). Due to travel distance trip departure will either be an early 
start on Saturday morning or a drive after work on Friday. Cost will 
depend on destination, but as a guide Elcho hut and Charlestown 
options are likely to be in  the $60-$80 ballpark.  Party mood is 
essential, good views are a very high probability. Good times are 
a certainty, dinner will be cooked together and the dessert will be 
pot luck (there will also be a polish accent).

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 20 Mar
Map:  
Approx:

Sunday 30 March Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

Chest Peak:  At 1936 m, Chest peak is the highest point on the 
Puketeraki  range,  readily  seen  from  Christchurch  and  a  great 
collector  of  snow  during  winter.  We'll  be  accessing  it  via  the 
Whistler River in the Lees Valley. It's a long walk in even before 
the climbing starts, and the total height gain will be substantially in 
excess of 1500 m. If you are fit and keen, and looking for a long 
day out in the mountains, then this is the trip for you. Possibly an 
early start, so you must contact the leader.

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 27 Mar
Map: BW22 
Approx: $30

Tuesday 1 April 6:15 pm 
Departure  point:  Corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045 

CTC Hill  climb:  The CTC Hill  Climb is  a  weekly event  during 
daylight saving time on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on 
Tuesday  1  October.  We  meet  on  the  corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking 
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 27 Mar
Map:  
Approx: $0

Wednesday 2 April Club Night

Nelson to Bluff. Something to do in the school holidays - Guy de Lacey: The idea to 
do an ultra long tramp is something that I have been mulling over for the last ten years or 
so. I eventually decided that I had 58 good reasons for doing it this season and couldn't 
really  wait  for  any  more  years  to  slide  quickly  by.  I  studied  the  Te  Araroa  route 
descriptions carefully and decided that if I spiced the route up a bit - by adding some nice 
variations - and combined a few days here and there I might be able to make it a bit more 
interesting and be able squeeze it all in the summer school holidays (plus a few extra 
days). So it was a bit of a leap into the unknown, i.e. was I allowing myself enough time, 
would my old creaky bones stand up to it all and most importantly would the weather be 
kind enough to me. Come along and find out!
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Saturday 5 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Alastair Brown 338-1324 
alastairgbrown@yahoo.com.au

Maukuratawhai:  Aka Muckaroundawhile this is a ~1600 m peak 
of rather imposing bearing, up Jacks Pass and over the Clarence 
River, behind Hanmer Springs. The trip starts with a crossing of 
the Clarence River,  so bring sandals or running shoes to keep 
your boots dry. It's about 800 m up a long ridge to the peak, from 
where there are options of following horseshoe loops to either the 
east  (over  Pt  1575  m)  or  west  (over  Pt  1408  m)  back  to  the 
starting point.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 3 Apr
Map: BT24 BT25 
Approx: $30

Saturday 5 April 
Departure point: Yaldhurst Pub car park at 15 
West Coast Road just  past the Pound Road 
intersection

Leader: Jeff Hall 338-0922 
jeff.hall2@lifetech.com

Wilding pine day - Corner Creek:  More tree killing! But now in 
different and more remote area, near the confluence of the Avoca 
and  Harper  Rivers,  tucked  under  Mt  Olympus.  Again  you  pay 
nothing and ECAN provides the tools,  briefings,  and organises 
4WD  transport.  Bring  your  own  lunch,  wet  weather  gear  and 
water. Chain saws can be brought, but may be operated only by 
qualified personnel. There will be a range of terrain from easy to 
steep to accommodate everyone.

Grade: Work - Easy 
and Work - 
Moderate

Closes: 3 Apr
Map: BW20 
Approx: $0

Weekend 5-6 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Adrian Radcliffe 
aradcliffe86@outlook.com

Copeland Pass (via Hooker): We will drive from Christchurch to 
unwins hut in Mt Cook Village on Friday night and head to the Doc 
office on Saturday morning to place our intentions and book in to 
the Copeland shelter numbers over 4 will require tents.... This is a 
very basic shelter with no heating and due to altitude and snow 
will be very cold From White Horse Hill car park, 780m, Aoraki / 
Mount  Cook village,  follow the  Hooker  Valley track.  Follow the 
western shore of the Hooker Lake on the bottom of the moraine 
wall.  Beware of rockfall  below the moraine wall.  When the lake 
level is low there is no problem following the shore line. Follow the 
moraine covered glacier until reaching the gulley to the north of 
the Copland Spur. Climb up the gully until traversing to the grassy 
terrace half-way up the moraine wall  becomes possible.  Follow 
the grass terrace and climb steep to the moraine terrace proper 
and to the start of the track. The last 20 metres of the moraine wall 
are  extremely steep and can be dangerous due to  loose rock. 
Helmets required reading reports the snow level is fairly low but 
basic fall arrest skills and ice axe & crampons will be required... I 
plan to start early on the Saturday to have a chance to get to the 
pass and get views across the main divide!

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 27 Mar
Map: BX15 
Approx: Contact 

Leader
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Sunday 6 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hallelujah Flat:  Hallelujah Flat  is  about  9  km up the  Andrews 
Track from the Andrews Shelter, on the way to the Casey Hut. 
Around 300 m height gain through red beech forest and out at 
Hallelujah  Flat  itself,  dotted  with  hebes  -  the  perfect  place  for 
lunch. Return the same way.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 3 Apr
Map: BV21 
Approx: $25

Wednesday 9 April Club Night

Back to the Future - James Hopkins: No we won't be trying to direct 1.21 Gigawatts of 
electricity into the flux capacitor whilst travelling at 88mph... But there will be a slideshow 
showcasing some awesome photos from trips coming up this year. How did we get the 
photos? Well maybe one of our club members has managed some time travel... So - 
come and be inspired about the wonderful adventures you get up to with the club this 
year. PS: Bring some pot luck dessert (or popcorn, or both)

Saturday 12 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Mount  Pearce  revisited:  Another  of  Bruce'  Banks  Peninsula 
ridge-line  exploring  trips,  with  a  couple  of  bumps  for  good 
measure.  Located above Pigeon Bay and often  seen  on  other 
tramps. From an easy high-road start, we follow the ridge line to 
Mt Pearce (737 m), then return through the native bush on an old 
farm track. Not a lot of upness but made-up with some native bush 
bashing. Easy travel through bush, on tracks and grazed land.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 10 Apr
Map: BX25 
Approx: $20

Saturday 12 April 7 am departure 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Mt Williams: This Mt Williams is a rather imposing ~1700 m peak 
that overlooks the confluence of the Mingha and Edwards Rivers 
just east of Arthurs Pass. The intention is to head up the Edwards 
River  to  Edwards  Hut,  then  climb  ~300  m to  Williams  Saddle 
(1327 m), before heading south to ascend the remaining ~400 m 
to Mt Williams summit. On the return, we'll attempt to find a scree 
route down to the Mingha. In the event that we can't find one we're 
in for some bush bashing. This is likely to be a long day with about 
20 km to travel and probably ~1200 m height gain. Note the early 
start time.

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 10 Apr
Map: BV20 
Approx: $30

− 6 −



Weekend 12-13 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Brian Dougan 
srotje@yahoo.com

Judges  Creek/Coldwater  Creek:  Leaving  town  Fri  night, 
hopefully getting to a roadside hut, be prepared to camp if need 
be. 10Km easy travel up Judges Creek on open "Molesworth" type 
country, then transitions to a 600m climb into rocky alpine terrain. 
From the saddle at the head of the valley a 200m scramble gets 
you to the top of Pt2169, a fantastic viewpoint as its higher than 
the peaks for many km's around. Dropping into the head of Lees 
Creek and climbing to the other branch there are tarns to camp 
by. Alternatively a couple of hours down-river is the Lees Ck Hut. 
Gaining the ridge top above Coldwater Ck in the morning, a high 
traverse along the Mangerton Ridge leads from basin to grassy 
basin past numerous tarns. Eventually dropping back down to the 
valley floor and heading downstream back to the vehicles.

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 3 Apr
Map: BS25 
Approx: Contact 

Leader

Wednesday 16 April Club Night

Tramping in Nord Norge -  Bryce Williamson:  Anyone who has ever  tramped with 
Bryce has probably learnt that he has two daughters (some of you have possibly even 
met  one  of  both  of  them).  Adele,  the  older  one,  lives  in  Tromsø,  Norway,  with  her 
husband and daughter (who, incidentally, is about the cutest kid on this planet). Tromsø 
is a modest-sized city (70 k population), but with a claim of being the second largest 
urban area in  the world  (after  Murmansk) inside the Arctic  circle.  Most  of  the city is 
perched on the island of Tromsøya, which in turn is plonked in the middle of a fiord. 
Bryce has visited Tromsø twice and taken the opportunity to tramp, climb mountains, 
mess around on glaciers and go whale watching - a lot like NZ really, but with snow down 
to couple of hundred meters in summer and 24 hour daylight.

Long Weekend 17-21 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 

Marlborough  Sounds  Easter  Basecamp:  Easter  Base  Camp 
this year is unique and special. This trip was proposed on a base 
camp last year. The plan is to travel up on Thurs, overnighting in 
Havelock. On Good Friday we will travel on a charted boat, (Was 
to be the Havelock mail boat,) calling into numerous outer sounds 
properties in Pelorus Sound. Towards the end of the run we will 
be dropped off at an isolated farm property and spend the next 
three nights there, tramping, fishing, boating or just plain relaxing--
your  choice  each  day.  Mon  will  be  a  short  boat  ride  back  to 
Havelock  then  the  drive  back  to  Christchurch.  We  require  a 
number more participants. The trip will definitely run. this is run in 
conjunction  with  the  Peninsula  Tramping  Club,  CTC  members 
contact Bruce Cameron for full details

Grade: Basecamp
Closes: 10 Apr
Map: BQ28 
Approx: Contact 

Leader
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Multi day trip 17-27 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Bottom of the South Island:  It is all go for Chris' big trip down 
south  to  revisit  old  tramping  haunts.  Tuatapere  -  Port  Craig  - 
Wairaurahiri  - Big River & return with side trips to Catlins State 
Forest,  Longwoods,  depending  on  time/weather.  A  mixture  of 
tenting & huts depending on the above options. The South coast 
section  is  moderate  all  weather  trip  through coastal  bush.  The 
highest point on the track is 200 metres, so gentle up & down 
tramping is the name of the game. We will be leaving CHCH after 
work Thur 17th April  returning Sun 27th. Travel as far south as 
possible  & camp somewhere near  Oamaru.  Due to  the time & 
distance travelled (approx 1600km) I will restrict the trip numbers 
to full car loads.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 10 Apr
Map:  
Approx: Contact 

Leader

Multi day trip 18-27 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Earnslaw  Area/Olivines:  Steve's  intention  is  to  access  the 
Olivine  Plateau  via  the  Beans  burn,  over  Mallory  Peak  to  the 
Forgotten River,  then FR Col.  A day or  2 on the Plateau then 
exiting  by  traversing  across  Mt  Gates  to  the  Barrier  Range, 
Desperation Pass and Seal Col then down to Dayleys Flat for a 
look at the new lake. Hard alpine travel through an awesome area. 
Backup plan if the weather doesn't co-operate is 2 or 3 short trips 
around the Glenorchy area.

Grade: Hard
Closes: 10 Apr
Map: CB10 
Approx: $60

Sunday 20 April 7 am departure 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Mt  Charon:  Mt  Charon  is  a  1540  m  peak  north  and  west  of 
Hanmer Springs. From the bottom of Jacks Pass Road we'll head 
along Rogerson and Dillon Roads, then over Benvoirlich and up a 
knobbly ridge to Mt Charon Summit. From there there are great 
views of the Hanmer Plain, Clarence Valley and east and west 
along the Hanmer Range. Note the early start time.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 17 Apr
Map: BU24 
Approx: $25

Wednesday 23 April Club Night

Newsletter folding night: After folding the newsletters we can have some social time.

Long Weekend 25-27 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Big Tops:  A moderate tramp from Aicken's Corner into the Big 
Top range and down to Koropuku Hut. Returning via the Otehake 
hot pools. Leaving 7:00am on Friday the 25th from the Z station 
and returning on Sunday the 27th.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 17 Apr
Map: BV21 BU21 

BU20
Approx: $40
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Saturday 26 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Lake Lyndon - Lake Coleridge: Alpine pasture, tussock country 
with some ascents and descents. Great views from Boundary Hill. 
This links up the Mount Georgina track.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 24 Apr
Map: BX20 

BW21 
Approx: $20

Saturday 26 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

The  Stones  from the  back:  This  trip  begins  from  Stony  Bay 
Saddle  (or  Richards  Bushblock)  and runs down Stony Bay Rd 
before  dropping  into  Stony Bay Stream to  the  100  m contour. 
Then we'll climb to the Stones (518 m) and along Lisburn Track in 
Hinewai Reserve to Stony Bay Peak (806 m). We will return via 
Tama Track to  Stony Bay Saddle.  Good views overlooking the 
Pacific and some great Banks Peninsula bush.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 24 Apr
Map: BY25 
Approx: $25

Sunday 27 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Bob's  Biv:  Bob's  Biv  is  a  little  hunting  hut  in  the  Mt  Thomas 
Forest. We will access it by going up the Wooded Gully Track to 
the open ridge west of Mt Thomas itself (about 600 m height gain). 
From there we follow the crest of the ridge north-west over points 
1043, 953 and 1046 m (about 300 m more accumulated 'up') to a 
bush  saddle  and  the  biv  itself  -  officially  called  'Bob's  Camp 
Bivouac' by DOC. Return will be the same way and then down the 
Ridge Track back to the picnic area. Expect a reasonably long 
day, about 9 km in each direction.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 24 Apr
Map: BW23 
Approx: $20

Wednesday 30 April Club Night

Annual General Meeting: Annual General Meeting; Note doors open at 7.00 pm and the 
meeting  starts  promptly  at  7.30  pm.:  The  82nd  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the 
Christchurch Tramping Club Inc. will be held this evening at our usual meeting place, (the 
Canterbury Horticultural Centre, South Hagley Park, 57 Riccarton Avenue). Please turn 
up and vote on how and who runs your club. Please note that only full  Christchurch 
Tramping Club members can vote, and they need to be present at the AGM in order to 
do so. Please read the agenda enclosed/attached with this newsletter. Please turn up 
before the 7.30 pm start of the AGM.
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Saturday 3 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: David Sutton 03 3318064 
david.sutton@cdhb.govt.nz

Mt Binser: Mt Binser is an impressive three-peaked block on the 
true left of the Waimakariri between that river and its confluences 
with the Hawdon and Poulter Rivers. On this trip the intention is to 
take the reverse of the conventional route. Starting from Poverty 
Flat on the Mt White Road, we'll head up a long ridge in a direct 
assault on the main, 1860-m peak. From there, it's another 2 km 
to over the middle peak to the north peak at 1753 m. Going in this 
direction  affords  an  easier  scree  descent  down  to  the  Binser 
Track. This will be a longish day and requires a reasonable level 
of fitness. An early departure is possible. Make sure that you have 
contacted the leader.

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 1 May
Map: BV21 
Approx: $25

Weekend 3-4 May 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Jonathan Carr 351-1574 
jonathan@jonathancarr.com

Puketeraki  Traverse:  Details  to  follow  -  Contact  Jonathan  for 
details

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 24 Apr
Map: BV22 
Approx: Contact 

Leader

Sunday 4 May 
Departure point: Sign of the Takahe

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Sign of the Takahe to Sign of the Bellbird:  A there-and-back 
trip with tea and scones at the Bellbird - just like times of old. This 
is a great way to stretch the legs and have views of Christchurch, 
Lyttelton, Lincoln and the mountains across the Canterbury Plains. 
Because the track parallels the road people can walk as far up the 
hill as they like and return when it suits them. The leader is even 
prepared to take a car trailer load of bikes if people want to walk 
up and cycle back down. The trip would be a 8 am start from the 
Sign of the Takahe, and the return trip will be ~ 5 hrs. If you want 
to add the "bonus" of the Orongomai Bush Walk, it will be ~ 6 hrs 
return . A good chance for people to test their fitness, sun lotion or 
wet weather gear (depending on conditions).

Grade: Easy
Closes: 1 May
Map: BX24 
Approx: $0

Wednesday 7 May Club Night

Lord Howe Island - Philip Tree:  In May last year, Margie and Philip spent a week at 
Lord Howe Island. This island in the north Tasman Sea has unique flora and fauna, an 
extensive range of landforms in a small area, and is a fascinating place to go for a short 
holiday.
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Saturday 10 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Peak Hill:  Pat  Barrett  rates  it  'unequivocally  outstanding'  as  a 
viewpoint  and a 'special  place for  mood and light'  and he has 
surely seen a few of the best! There is good access via a well-
graded track up to a small saddle from where you can see into 
both the Rakaia and out over beautiful Lake Coleridge. From the 
saddle we'll continue up through the tussocks to the broad summit 
at 1240 m, to give about 600 m height gain altogether. A great trip 
at any time of year.

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 8 May
Map: BW20 
Approx: $25

Weekend 10-11 May 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Lake Florence: We'll spend Friday night at the club hut. We climb 
up the Mt  Barron  track  then sidle  south through basins  and/or 
along the ridge south to lake Florence. A side trip up Mt Armstrong 
for the keen, then tackle the notorious drop off the ridge down in to 
the Rolleston river which we follow back down to the cars.

Grade: Hard
Closes: 1 May
Map: BV20 
Approx: $30

Sunday 11 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Radu Popovici 027-553-2126 
popovici.radustefan@gmail.com

Phipps Peak one way or another: Phipps Peak is a fairly jagged 
looking spike of 1965 m height at the north end of temple basis 
skifield  area.  We start  near  the  skifield  carpark  and go up via 
along spur, which is on the "interesting" side of scrambly, narrow 
in places, with lots of the usual high-quality Arthurs Pass Weetbix, 
and some reasonable steps and exposed sections. Great fun if 
you  like  that  kind  of  thing.  Depending  on  conditions  and  the 
desires and aspirations of participants, we could consider going 
north to Mt Stuart (1906) or south to Mt Temple (1913 m). Both 
options will require stamina and a head for heights. An early start 
is likely. Make sure you contact the leader beforehand.

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 8 May
Map: BV20 
Approx: $30

Club Night

Evening with Twin needle - Steve Haase: Steve will talk to us about how to look after 
our gear, how to repair them and what everything can twin needle do for us. Come long if 
you have any gear maintenance related question and I am sure Steve would be able to 
put you on the right track.
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Weekend 17-18 May 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Arthurs  pass  Basecamp:  Stay  at  the  club  hut  for  a  social 
weekend Basecamp Styles. Venture out from the hut however you 
are so inclined - maybe to the cafe for coffee - maybe up a 2,000 
m peak?

Grade: Basecamp
Closes: 8 May
Map: BV20 
Approx: $35 + hut 

fees

Weekend 17-18 May 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Jeff Hall 338-0922 

Mt Euclid (Paparoas): Head to Mt Euclid in the Paparoas. Likely 
Friday departure - contact leader. Details to follow.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 8 May
Map: BS20 
Approx: $60

Sunday 18 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Mt Harper/Mahaanui:  Mt Harper (1829 m) is a great trip in the 
Ashburton Lakes area. We'll go in through Ashburton Gorge and 
along the Hakatere Potts Road to Lake Camp. In total  there is 
about 17 km of travel and a bit over 1100 m of ascent. The ascent 
takes us up the moderately steep north slopes of Mt Harper. The 
normal return option is a lovely route down through the tussocks 
via Balmacaan Saddle to Balmacaan Stream, and then out along 
a rough track back to the cars.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 15 May
Map: BX19 
Approx: $30

Wednesday 21 May Club Night

Movie  night  -  Chasing  Ice:  In  the  spring  of  2005,  acclaimed  environmental 
photographer  James Balog headed to  the  Arctic  on a tricky assignment  for  National 
Geographic: to capture images to help tell the story of the Earth's changing climate. Even 
with a scientific upbringing, Balog had been a skeptic about climate change. But that first 
trip north opened his eyes to the biggest story in human history and sparked a challenge 
within him that would put his career and his very well-being at risk. Chasing Ice is the 
story  of  one  man's  mission  to  change  the  tide  of  history  by  gathering  undeniable 
evidence  of  our  changing  planet.  Within  months  of  that  first  trip  to  Iceland,  the 
photographer conceived the boldest expedition of his life: The Extreme Ice Survey. With 
a band of  young adventurers in tow,  Balog began deploying revolutionary time-lapse 
cameras across the brutal Arctic to capture a multi-year record of the world's changing 
glaciers.
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Saturday 24 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Baldy Hill via Mt Manson: There are at least seven Baldy Hills in 
New Zealand. One of those seven is the northernmost summit of 
the Craigieburn Range. CTC trampers may not be aware of  its 
name,  but  have  quite  possibly  drooled  over  the  glorious  scree 
slopes on its northern face, readily seen when driving south along 
SH73 near Cass. The intention of this trip is to find out just how 
good  those  slopes  are.  We  will  climb  the  ridge  south  of 
Ribbonwood Steam, over Pt 1305 m to Mt Manson (1859 m), then 
circle around to Baldy Hill (1834 m) and down a suitable pile of 
shingle.  All  told,  about  1500  m  height  gain  and  ca  14  km 
horizontal travel.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 22 May
Map: BV21 
Approx: $20

Weekend 24-25 May 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Li Li 039264395 

Lake Man:  Lake Man is in Lake Sumner Park area.  Details to 
follow.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 15 May
Map: BU22 BU23 
Approx: $30

Sunday 25 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Anti-Crow  Hut:  Starting  at  the  Waimakariri  Road  Bridge,  we 
follow the true right of the Waimak where there is a clear track. 
Further up, we cross Turkey Flat where the Jordan Stream comes 
in from the Black Range on the left. We will be at the Anti Crow 
Hut,  opposite  Mt  Bealey,  for  lunch  and  return  the  same  way. 
Mostly straightforward with plenty of flat tramping and about 8 km 
each way.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 22 May
Map: BV20 
Approx: $25

Wednesday 28 May Club Night

Newsletter folding night: After folding the newsletters we can have some social time.

Saturday 31 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: David Sutton 03 3318064 
david.sutton@cdhb.govt.nz

Sudden  Valley  to  the  Hawdon:  Sudden  Valley  Stream  is  a 
deeply gorged tributary of the Hawdon River, which it enters just 
before the Waimakariri River confluence. We will park at Hawdon 
Shelter  then  cross  the  Hawdon  and  head  up  Sudden  Valley 
stream. After the steep walk out of the gorge we continue up the 
beautiful Sudden Valley to the hut half way up. From the hut we 
climb out of valley heading west (true left) to gain the ridge near 
1595 , follow ridge to 1565, then descend to the Hawdon River 
valley which we will follow down to the Shelter and cars.

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 29 May
Map: BV21 
Approx: $25
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Long Weekend 31 May-2 June 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: LEADER WANTED 

3 Passes -  Harmon,  Whitehorn,  Browning:  This  is  a  classic 
Canterbury Tramp over  "The three  Passes".  Watch  this  space. 
(PS Leader wanted - if you are prepared to lead this trip please 
advise the overnight trip organiser).

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 22 May
Map: BV19 BV20 
Approx: $30

Weekend 14-15 June 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Silvia Horniakova 021 264 8430 
silwika@yahoo.com

Kirwans  Hut:  The  walk  up  to  Kirwans  Hut  is  one  of  New 
Zealand's classic overnight tramps. There are some historic relics 
to be seen on the way like: Fiery Cross Gold Mine, Just in Time 
Mine and Kirwans Reward Mine. The well formed (and beautiful!) 
track up to the hut was originally hand crafted by miners. We will 
drive to Reefton on Friday night and stay in the Reefton Motor 
Camp. Then we walk to Kirwans Hut and out the same way on 
Sunday (unless somebody has better idea of a loop than Waitahu 
valley 4WD track). There will be an optional side tramp to a mighty 
1297m high Kirwans Hill  with grand views over  rugged Victoria 
range. The walk to the hut takes about 6hours (could be more with 
mine exploration) and there is a graduate but still  1000m height 
gain on the first day.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 5 Jun
Map: BS21 BS22 

BT22
Approx: $70-$80

Weekend 21-22 June 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Li Li 039264395 
ahhlili01@hotmail.com

Mingha - Deception (incl camping at Lake Mavis): The Mingha 
Deception route is the running part of the Coast to Coast. We will 
cheat by leaving the east cost in cars, and only walk the track. The 
plan is to ascend from Goat Pass up to Lake Mavis - which is a 
stunning alpine campsite. Those who prefer can stay in the Goat 
Pass Hut. This is a moderate walk with some river travel, wet feet 
are a certainty. The hope is that there will be two cars and it will 
be possible to walk out through the deception river. Talk to LiLi if 
you want to go along.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 12 Jun
Map: BV20 
Approx: $30

Multi  day trip  1-6  July Date  TBC Late  June 
Early July 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Liz Tanner 0061 466 96404 
0211400531 lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Winter Warmth - Brisbane: Escape the winter for some warmth 
in Queensland..... Exact date to be confirmed - End of June or beg 
July...5 day walks on Scenic rim south of Brisbane...Mt Warning, 
Springbrook national park, Lamington National  park and others. 
To join trip contact Liz - via email, or if you prefer talk to her on her 
Oz mobile - 0061 466966404

Grade: EasyMod
Contact Liz via 

email
Map:  
Approx: Flying to 

Oz!!!
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Trip Reports
23rd February 2014

Torlesse Traverse
A traverse of the Torlesse range in Canterburys ‘settled weather month’ of February was 
what six of us had in mind for this trip. 
Saturday  afternoon  and  we  drove  to  Avoca  homestead,  our  overnight  stay  near  the 
Waimakariri river for an early start on Sunday. 
Set amongst typical Canterbury beech and matagouri covered foothills, Avoca homestead 
is a former high country station house that is now managed by DOC. 

5.30am Sunday and the sound of rain 
on the roof was contrary to the forecast 
for Susans 6am solo departure in the 
dark,  so she delayed until  6:30 to be 
sure of improving conditions. 
(We had decided to run the trip on a 
handicap basis). 
She headed up the 4WD track to the 
damp and cloud of our first peak, Bold 
hill an 800mtr climb. 
Next, the rest of us had to return our 
overnight  gear  back  across  Broken 
river  to  the  car  before  we  could  get 
started. 

7am and we were on our way, the rain eased and we could see a freshly snow dusted 
Craigieburn Range behind us. 
Bold hill came and went and with Susan still evading the pursuit ahead of us we observed 
a large storm coming up the Canterbury plains, (and later read of the tornado that had hit 
Amberley). 
A steadily rising 20 kilometer ridge lay 
ahead  so  we  pressed  on  finally 
catching Susan just before Otarama. 
She’s now been dropped to a scratch 
handicap, (Ed). 
At  this  point  a  strong  southwest  side 
wind buffeted us making negotiating the 
various rocky tors a little trickier. 

Dayle, Matt and Richard split from the 
ridge  to  climb  Otarama  and  after 
climbing two of its three summits (to be 
sure we had got the highest one) were 

− 15 −

Early morning at Avoca Homestead

Dayle, Matt and Richard on Bold Hill



told by Bryce that it was the third (unclimbed by us) summit that was Otarama. 
We’ll be back! 

Back Peak, Junction Peak, Red Peak all came and went, with a stop somewhere along the 
way to wait for Susan, so I could give her an Edelweiss. Then we passed point 1714 on its 
north side to a point where we had been forewarned about the ridge ahead. 
Option 1, continue the traverse to the Gap or 
Option 2, drop down a hundred vertical meters or so and then face a loose scree climb 
back up to the Gap. 
No one wanted to lose hard won height so understandably the second choice was not too 
popular. 
Nevertheless we chose Option 2. 
The downhill/uphill scree slog.  
We arrived panting at the Gap and looked up at Option 1, a vertical drop that would have 
needed a rope. 
It was 4pm so we made haste, gaining the ridge from the Gap on its north side and our 
fast tiring party (Bryce the glutton, had climbed Sugarloaf at Cass the previous day) soon 
arrived at Castle hill peak. 
From there the shingle had been nicely tracked by the regular Castle hill foot traffic and we 
enjoyed the easier going down to Foggy Peak and the car. 
6.30pm and six  of  us  packed into  Matts  five  seater  Toyota  and sped back  to  Avoca 
homestead. 
30 gate openings later, patiently performed by openers Andrew and Dayle and we were 
heading back to Chch. 
Finally back at Z Papanui at 11pm we all agreed it had been a long but very worthwhile 
day. 
Participants: Dayle Drummond, Andrew Tromans, Bryce Williamson, Matt Gilchrist, Susan 
Pearson, Richard Kimberley. 
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In ultramarfic country (on Red Peak)



1st March 2014

Mt Rolleston
Our attempt to climb Mt Rolleston via the Otira face hit its first problem with a Sunday 
forecast of gale force winds and rain. 
So we hurriedly rearranged things for a Friday departure to the CTC hut and an early 
Saturday start. 
Hurrying things is never a good idea and at Arthurs Pass this is soon confirmed when the 
leader discovers his ice axe is in the back of his truck……which unfortunately is still  in 
Christchurch. 
In an attempt to borrow one I visit the neighbouring CMC hut which is totally uninhabited. 
Where are they all? (Shameless plug for the CTC; if you want to be in an active club that 
does lots of trips we’re the club to join). 
Then we discover a party of six from the Waikato tramping club are staying in our hut and 
have just finished an epic tramp and won’t be needing their ice axes the next day. Phew!! 
Got out of Jail. 
We have two late arrivals. 
Jovan had driven up late on his own, and 
then the next morning at 6am waiting in 
the  Otira  valley  carpark  is  Brian  who 
must have left Christchurch before 4am. 
Now that’s what I call motivated. 
Seven of us don headtorches and grope 
our way in the dark up the Otira valley at 
6.15am  and  our  suspicions  that  fresh 
snow  may  have  fallen  are  soon 
confirmed. 
And so our plans for the face change to 
the easier Otira slide. 

We plug upwards on snow covered rock and then don crampons when we hit a steepish 
snow chute that seems to lead up to the ridge. 
At  one  point  the  chute  narrows  to  a  bottleneck  with  a  melting  snow  stream  running 
beneath. 
We cross this snow bridge quickly and crampon on the 3 or 4 inches of fresh snow that 
has fallen on top of the existing snow pack. Not great traction, our calves get a work out. 
Then we negotiate the narrow gulley that leads to the Goldney ridge. 
After a bit of bridging up loose rock and snow we are soon on the ridge looking down at 
the Goldney glacier. 
This is always a spectacular view. 
So far conditions have neither been the easy shingle and rock of a typical Summer ascent, 
or the plentiful snow that holds it all together Winter trip. 
We got on with it and work our way up the final face arriving at the Low Peak at 11am. 
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Gareth and Kate shelter from the cold breeze



There are good views to the South and West from which direction a strong cold wind is 
blowing. 
We had thought of attempting the High Peak but with the snow conditions being what they 
were we elect to leave this for a better day. 
3.30pm and we were back safely at Gareths truck and on the road back to Christchurch. 
Still a great day out. 
Next time we look forward to the weather gods to give us some easier conditions. 
Participants:  Gareth  Caves,  Kate  Taylor,  Brian  Richardson,  Jovan  Andric,  Bryce 
Williamson, Richard Kimberley, Dayle Drummond. 
For more pictures see Bryce's Picasa web site. 
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Nearing the top of the Otira valley



8 March 2014

Mt Bovis
20 km and 1285 m height gain over 9 h 25 min.  
For  the weekend of  8/9  March,  Bernhard had scheduled a West  Coast  weekend trip, 
encompassing a climb of Mt Bovis (on a western spur of the Paparoa Range) and the 
Inland Pack Track.  In the event it turned out more like two one-day trips.  The first and 
more strenuous is described here.  The second will be described elsewhere as “Babylon 
Cave”. 
At 7 pm on Friday evening twelve keen trampers set off in three cars from the Carlton 
Corner Z station -- a thirteenth (and the second Carol) was added at Springfield.  After 
driving through beautiful  twilight hues of light scattered through thin clouds around the 
Torlesse Range and Waimakariri valley, we arrived at the Chalet at Arthurs Pass for an 
assortment of beverages and nibbles.  From AP we passed, in darkness, through Otira, 
Greymouth and Punakaiki, arriving at the top of Bullock Creek Road about midnight.  It 
was warm and calm as we settled in to an assortment of tents, bivy bags, a car or just 
under a tree, lullabied by the dulcet rhythm of Bernard driving tent pegs into the hard dirt 
surface of the road. 

By 8.30  the  next  morning  we  were  awake, 
breakfasted  (using  tannin-tainted  water 
recovered by Bernhard from a nearby pond), 
and the overnight gear was stashed back into 
the cars.  After walking for five minutes up the 
four  wheel  drive  track,  the  claxon  on 
Bernhard’s  car  started  bellowing,  so  Adrian 
and Bernhard jogged back to “fix” it.  The rest 
of us carried on over ex-farmland to Bullock 
Creek  where  various  (and  mostly  futile) 
efforts were made by some to avoid wet feet.  
After entering the bush, the climb was initially 
fairly steep, but later levelled out to a steady 
and fairly gentle ridge, which was reasonably 
narrow in places.  With just a single leader-
sanctioned  morning  break,  the  party  got  a 
little strung out, but we regrouped above the 
bush line for a leisurely lunch.  The weather 
was warm with a light breeze from the east.  
Low  clouds  and  occasional  bursts  of  mist 
obscured  the  best  of  the  views,  but  the 
conversation was jovial and lively. 
During  lunch  we  calculated  that  Mt  Bovis 
summit lay little more than a kilometre distant, 

so we completed the last  part  of  the trip  without  packs.  On the map,  the intervening 
ground seemed very benign, but it was actually quite narrow and steep in places, making 
for some enjoyable rock scrambling and tussock clutching.  About 1.40 pm, we reached 
the summit where we spent about half an hour enjoying the (partial) views and indulging in 
some amateur botany and geology. 
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Descending from the knob west of Mt Bovis



On the return journey, many of us began to realise that 
we  should  have brought  more  water.  As  mentioned 
earlier, the day was quite warm; but it was also very 
humid, which led (despite one Carol’s claim) to a fair 
amount  of  sweating  on  the  way  up.  A  personal 
highlight of the descent was the spotting (and extended 
photography)  of  a  bright  blue  toadstool  (Entoloma 
hochstetteri) that one of the Carols had noticed on the 
way up. 
About 2.5 hours after leaving the summit, we were all 
back on the river flat.  Then it was about a forty-five 
minute trudge back to the cars, with a stop to rehydrate 
and refill water bottles at the creek.  Back at the cars it 
became evident that some members of the troupe had been cogitating about the next step 
of our adventure.  The initial aim had been to overnight to the Ballroom Overhang.  It was 
now 6 pm.  It could take us up to two hours to sort ourselves out, drive round to the Fox 
River and repack – so it would probably be dark as we hiked up the river to our intended 
camping spot.  Then Jonathon exclaimed what several others had obviously been mulling 
– that the Punakaiki Pub was less than a quarter of an hour away.  With little (or was that 
no) dissent, the decision was made.  Before darkness had fallen we had pitched our tents 
at  the Punakaiki  camp ground and were enjoying beverages of choice and hot (albeit 
oysterless) meals in the Punakaiki Tavern. 
Participants: Bernhard Parawa (leader), Li Li, Jonathan Carr, Conrad Dekker, Carol Exton, 
Carol Horgan, Charlie Breen, Adrian Radcliffe, Chris McGimpsey, Dayle Drummond, Anna 
Herlender, Mani Singh, Bryce Williamson. 

9 March 2014

Babylon Cave
When I left you, dear reader, we were in the Punakaiki Tavern, enjoying a kitchen-cooked 
dinner and contemplating the next day.  That next day dawned cloudless and warm, so 
typical of the West Coast!  After an excellent night’s sleep at Punakaiki camp ground we 
(or  at  least  some of  us)  spurned  the  camp ground  facilities  in  favour  of  a  traditional 
tampers breakfast – cold or cooked over a gas stove.  
By  the  time  we  had  packed  up,  we  had 
settled on two options.  The first, and closer 
to  original  intentions,  was  to  walk  up  the 
Fox River to the Ballroom.  Anna, who had 
this destination on her NZ bucket-list,  and 
Carol  Horgan  preferred  this  option,  which 
Bernhard gallantly undertook to lead.  The 
rest of the party of thirteen were seduced by 
Jonathan’s offer to take us to a Cave Called 
Babylon.  Your scribe was part of the latter 
party, so you will have to talk to one of the 
Ballroom trio to find out what they did. 
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Entoloma hochstetteri

Descending a steep section



The entrance to Babylon cave is only about 4 km up the Fox River.  We got there in little 
more than an hour, the main impediment being some onga onga bushes on the ~120 m 
climb  from the  well-formed  walking  track  to  the  cave  entrance.  The  cave  trip  proper 
started with a steep descent into a vast cavern.  There were a couple of ups and downs 
over large rubble piles with a mid-section along the bed of a clear underwater stream 
strewn with alluvial rocks and sand.  For our purposes the walk terminated in the Ziggurat, 
a smaller (but still  very large) cavern with a domed ceiling, where we met a padlocked 
steel gate erected by the  Speleogical Society to exclude amateurs who would otherwise 
be a risk to themselves and the delicate cave formations. 

Apart  from  the  vast  scale  of  these 
chambers,  the  more remarkable features 
of the caves included “organic shadows”, 
where bacteria grow on those parts of the 
rock  illuminated  by  the  pitiful  light 
scattered  in  through  the  cave  entrance, 
and some spectacular large white calcite 
formations in the Ziggurat.  I’m not really 
sure how long we were in there or how far 
–  either  horizontally  or  vertically  –  we 
travelled.  But it was a wonderful (and also 
surprisingly warm) experience. 
After resurfacing, we decide to head to a 
sunnier spot for a late lunch.  A few of us 

also  had ambitions  to  swim in  a  glorious  aqua-green-coloured river  pool  that  we  had 
noticed on the way up – despite the observation that it accommodated a couple of large 
eels.  As it transpired the eels didn’t hang around long and seemed much more inclined to 
curiosity  than  aggression.  Someone  commented  that  we  shouldn’t  linger  since  the 
Ballroom party  were  probably  waiting  for  us  at  the  cars;  but  just  minutes  later,  they 
appeared from upriver and joined us in the swimming. 
Nicely refreshed and somewhat cleaner, we got back to the cars about 3pm.  From there 
we drove to warm and sunny Greymouth for afternoon tea (including, with Carol Horgan’s 
prompting, Coke spiders!) beside the Grey River, before heading back home over Arthurs 
Pass. 
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Onga onga guarded entrace to Babylon



Thanks to Bernhard for organising a wonderful weekend and to Jonathan for leading the 
cave trip.  Thanks also to Bernhard, Chris and Adrian for  conveying us so safely and 
comfortably. 

Participants:  (Cave  party)  Jonathan  Carr  (leader),  Li  Li,  Conrad  Dekker,  Carol  Exton, 
Charlie  Breen,  Adrian Radcliffe,  Chris  McGimpsey,  Dayle Drummond,  Mani  Singh and 
Bryce Williamson. (Ballroom party)  Bernhard Parawa (leader),  Carol Horgan and Anna 
Herlender.
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The eel pool



15 February 2014
Avalanche Peak- Mt Bealey Traverse

After some initial confusion the 10 of us headed up Scott's track - the less steep route up 
Avalanche Peak. It was a stinking hot blue sky day so mountain views were crystal. Three 
hours to  the top of  Avalanche Peak,  just  in  time for  lunch although stragglers had to 
contend with smaller spots on the ridge line. We were wary of the long day so didn't stop 
for long during the next 3km along the ridge to Lyell Peak and Mt Bealey. It was a treeless 
amble to Lyell Peak followed by my induction to 'rock scrambling' over the jagged spine to 
Mt Bealey. At this point I ditched the fast camp for the slow one (let's just say with my head 
for heights I won't be doing Rakaia Spurs anytime soon). The top of Mt Bealey was even 
more stinking hot, followed by a satisfying scree slop  from mountain top to ice cold river. 
Three hours of boulder hopping led us out of Rough Creek and back to Arthurs Pass , 
followed  by  a  stop  at the  Bealey.  Cristina  led  us  all  through  with  admirable  grace!
Cumulative height gain - 1500m, 9 hour return trip.
Trampers:  Chloe  (scribe)  Warwick  Dowling,  Matt  Gilchrist,  Liv  Barron,  Jovan  Andric, 
Manpreet Singh, Sarah Chauvin, Max de Lacey and Cameron McAlpine.

Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.
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The team on top of Mt. Bealey



More about the CTC
Club Officers

President: Andrea Zahn 382 1044

Senior Vice 
President: Alan Ross 384-6425

Junior Vice 
President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Secretary: Angela Lowery 03 3529914

Treasurer: Cristina Zablan 03 374 6354

Club Captain: Adrian Busby 325-5001

New Members 
Rep: Liz Van Ekeris 337-0948

New Members 
Rep: David Cockeram 337-0948

Day Trip 
Organiser: Bryce Williamson 351-6366

Weekend Trip 
Organiser: James Hopkins 03 967 5003

Social  
Convenor: Silvia Horniakova 021 264 8430

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern 354-4309

Editor: Sam Cook 342-3735

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Hut Bookings: Bernhard Pawara 337-3125

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please 
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, 
phone Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 or 027 212 7498; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; 
or  if  they’re  both  away,  Andrew Wrapson  980-6006.  Hut  fees  are  $15  member,  $15 
member's  partner,  $20  non-member,  $5  kids  under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or 
maintenance required, please tell the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196. 
Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of 
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is 
Thomas  Matern,  ph.  354-4309.  Note:  club 
gear  assigned to  you  is  your  responsibility; 
please take care of it. Please make sure you 
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to 
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. 
This  may result  in  serious  damage to  your 
bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not 
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear 
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 17 April 2014 – Thanks.
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